
          
 

 
 
GCP/RAS/185/JPN 

         Document No.2. 2003 
 
CAPACITY BUILDING IN BIOSAFETY OF GM CROPS IN ASIA 

GCP/RAS/185/JPN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Proceedings of the  
First Regional Consultation 

 
Bangkok, Thailand 7–10 July 2003 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
BANGKOK, 2003 

FAO 
logo 



The FAO Regional Project 
“Capacity Building in Biosafety of GM Crops in Asia” 

(GCP/RAS/185/JPN) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The designation and presentation of material in this publication do not imply the expression 
of any opinion whatsoever on behalf of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations (FAO) concerning the legal status of any country, city or area of its authorities, or 
the delimitation of its frontiers and boundaries. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For copies write to:   Regional Project “Capacity Building in Biosafety  

of GM Crops in Asia” 
c/o FAO Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific 
Maliwan Mansion 
39 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok 10200, Thailand 

 
Contact address:  Susumu Kawabe 
    Plant Biotechnology/Biosafety Specialist 
                                GCP/RAS/185/JPN 
          Tel: 66-2-6974150 
          Fax: 66-2-6974216 
                                E-mail: susumu.kawabe@fao.org 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 
 
I. Background and Rationale 
 
II. Opening Ceremony 
 
 Welcome Remarks 
 Introduction 
 
III. Election of Chairperson and Rapporteur 
 
IV. Plenary I 
  

Keynote address: Biosafety of GM Crops in Asia — Opportunities and Challenges 
International Trends in GM Crop R&D and FAO Initiatives on their Biosafety 
NGO/Private Group Initiatives on Biosafety of GM Crops  

 
V. Country Paper Presentations  
 
 Bangladesh 
 China 
 India 
 Indonesia 
 Malaysia 
 Pakistan 
 The Philippines 
 Sri Lanka 
 Thailand 
 Viet Nam 
 Japan 
 
VI. Summary of Country Presentations 
 
VII. Plenary II 
 
 Legislative Framework Including Harmonization of Biosafety Procedures 
 Public Participation/Stakeholder Involvement 
 Vision and Scope Document for SPFS Asia Information Management System 
 Research Needs for Biosafety in GM Crops 
 Environmental Impact Assessment of GM Crops in Japan 
 GMO Detection 

Segregation, Traceability and Identity Preservation (STIP) Systems — Implications  
for the Use of GMOs 

UNEP-GEF Projects on National Biosafety Frameworks 
Capacity Building in Biosafety of GM Crops in Thailand 

 



VIII. Presentation of the Summary of the Plenary Session 
 
IX. Joint Steering Committee and Technical Expert Group Meeting 
 
 Composition of the Steering Committee and Technical Expert Group 
 Formulation of Specific Activities 
 Establishment of the Asian Bionet 
 Expansion of the Participating Countries 
 
X. Closing Session 
 
 Presentation of the Draft Report and Recommendations 
 Closing Remarks 
 
 
List of Participants 
 
Appendix 1. Revised Day 3 Programme 
 
Appendix 2. Regional Consultation — “Capacity Building in Biosafety  

of GM Crops in Asia” 
 
 
 
 
 
 


